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EDITORIAL 

This year it is 300 years for the arrival in 

Greenland of Hans Egede, the Danish-

Norwegian parson. Is this event worthwhile 

celebrating? His arrival in 1721 meant the 

reinstatement of Danish-Norwegian 

sovereignty over Greenland, a sovereignty 

first established in the 10th century by 

vikings, but lost in the 15th century, when 

the descendants of those vikings disap-

peared. This editorial focuses on the 

resembleness between the present day 

discussion in Greenland, whether to cele-

brate or not, and the Transfer Centennial in 

2017 in USVI; and is looking for an answer 

to, whether Black Lives Matter has changed 

our view on historic events. 

 

This year it is 300 years since the arrival in 

Greenland of the parson Hans Egede, and thus 

the foundation for the christening of the native 

inuits and the future development of Greenland 

within what we today call Rigsfællesskabet (the 

Commonwealth of Denmark, Greenland and 

Faroe Islands). In 1996, at the commemoration 

of the 250 years of his arrival the celebrations in 

Greenland were massive and the enthusiasm for 

this occasion second to none; and it was also the 

plan, that 2021 should present a lot of festive 

initiatives and celebrations. Thus, the largest 

municipality in Greenland, Sermersoq, where 

Hans Egede landed in 1721, had allocated a 

substantial amount (in millions of USD) for the 

event. But this has all changed. The council has 

withdrawn the allocated grant, so unless private 

donors step in,  the 300 years will not be 

celebrated or marked, and the planned 

participation of Queen Margrethe will most likely 

be cancelled. 

 

The reason for the cancellation by the 

Municipality is, that “Hans Egede was the 

spearhead of colonization of Greenland under a 

Danish King”, and the council “will rather spend 

the money celebrating our own culture”. 

 

  

And let me, the editor of this magazine, venture 

the view, that had the unhappy events in 

Minneapolis in May last year and the 

revitalization of Black Lives Matter as a 

consequence of this 

not taken place, 

things would hardly 

have come to such a 

conclusion in Green-

land; that  an event 

– the 1721 arrival - 

that had created the 

foundation for a mo-

dern, Christian and 

civilized community 

and which for a 

couple of centuries, 

had been celebrated 

by the inuit people in 

Greenland them-

selves as a positive 

thing, was to be can-

celled, triggered by 

events in USA. 

 

When I highlight 

these events in this 

magazine, it is 

because we were 

quite a few members 

of Danish West Indies 

Society, who in 2017 

had the opportunity to participate in the Transfer 

Centennial in USVI, celebrating the 100 years of 

the sale by Denmark of the Danish West Indies 

to USA. I have had the opportunity to reread the 

official programme for the events on the 31st of 

March 2017 – a Commemorative Booklet for 

Transfer Centennial. And those 60 pages by the 

mere overview of the programme for the 

Centennial Day and the short “Messages” from 

various dignitaries in USA, USVI, other 

Caribbean territories and Denmark give a clear 

picture of the understanding of Transfer and not 

least the celebration hereof. And one thing is all 

in common as a motive – we shall use the 

celebrations to move on in our society and 

accept the underlying conditions, there are. 

Kenneth E. Mapp, who was Governor in 2017, 

expresses it i.a. in this way: “We have, most 

certainly, enjoyed many privileges as a result of 

our affiliation with the world`s most powerful 

and progressive nation, however there is still 

much work to be done”.  

SHALL WE FORGET THE PAST? 

Statue of Hans Egede in 

Nuuk, Greenland after an 

attack with red paint, 

inspired by Black Lives 

Matter events. 

Front page: 15 year old Diego Kean of St. 

Thomas, who has previously contributed with 

fantastic pictures to Magasinet, took the front 

page picture before COVID-19 – a stunning image 

of a busy harbor, and the night line illuminated by 

the cruise ships; but also a memento of how hard 

the corona crisis has hit. Because, the true picture 

right now is what you can see on Diegos photo 

from same harbor (on page 9). Tourism is 

suffering, and hence also the economy of the 

Territory 
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Those words may contain the following: The 

territory got some opportunities after the 

transfer from Denmark in 1917, understood to 

the effect, that USA offered the territory and its 

population some opportunities, and lit some 

hopes. They are by far not fulfilled, but we are 

still working on it.  

 

Congress Delegate Stacey E. Plaskett  put more 

pressure on her expressions  by saying the 

following: “Commemorating the Centennial 

anniversary of Transfer Day is important not 

only because it marks a significant event in our 

territory`s history, but also because it serves as 

an opportunity to open the dialogue of that 

history to a wider audience.  

 

It also serves as a vehicle to renewed 

discussions around equal treatment and status, 

as well as the other important conversations 

around our progress at the turn of the century 

as American citizens.” 

 

A reasonable interpretation of Stacey E. 

Plaskett`s words is, that the most important 

thing in the celebration is that it offers us an 

opportunity to focus on and expand the 

discussion of equality as well on the personal 

level as the formal status of the territory in the 

United States of America. As our readers surely 

know, the citizens of USVI do not have the vote 

in US presidential elections, and this is a matter, 

that Stacey E. Plaskett is constantly occupied 

with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or, as Lauren Larsen from University of Virgin 

Islands expresses it in an article in the booklet: 

“Most importantly, Virgin Islanders should use 

the 2017 Transfer Centennial, not so much as a 

celebration, commemoration, observation, or a 

protest but as a starting point to stimulate 

discussion and debate with deliberate planning 

around where we want to be as a people one 

hundred years from now.” 

 

So, the conclusion is, that we can easily forget 

or omit marking events, which have had 

historical influence where we live; we can even 

throw statues in the water or wreck them. But 

the best way for improving our living conditions 

is – without hesitancy – to use the historical 

events, which have influenced us substantially, 

to have focus on the question: which direction 

we want our community to take and the effort to 

improve living conditions – irrespective of how 

unsympathetic or wrong events or the historical 

persons seem to be, measured by present day 

standards. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Michael Keldsen 

Editor 

Optimism is back – 

we start planning 

now for Festival in 

Denmark 2022.  

 

More to follow. 
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HISTORY 

Michael Keldsen 
Editor 
 

 

 

By Ebbe Tor Andersen 

 

During winter 2017 DWIS member Aske 

Stick spent a month on St. Croix assisting 

the museum on Little La Grange sorting out 

its archives as well as intensifying the 

marketing of the museum. 

 

During working with the old farmhouse Aske 

found an ancient chest full of old photos from 

the initial decades of the Lawaetz family life in 

Little La Grange; which was not a plantation but 

a cattle farm, breeding Senepol cattle. 

 

 
 

At that time Aske did not have sufficient time to 

At that time Aske did not have sufficient time to 

do more with the findings; consequently he 

encouraged DWIS to look more into the photo 

collection. In 2019, the Society of Friends of 

Denmark in STX and STT organized the festival, 

and a number of members from DWIS 

participated. Among them were Anne Walbom 

and Dorte Paaske, who took the opportunity to 

visit Little La Grange. Here they, joined by Hans 

and Mona Lawaetz, reviewed the photo 

collection, which had not previously been open 

to the public, even its existence – strangely 

enough – had been known by a lot of people. 

Anne Walbom suggested to Hans and Mona, that 

DWIS could join a project, that would secure a 

scanning of all photos, and thus secure them for 

the future. After some consideration, the 

Lawaetz family decided, that they were 

sympathetic to the idea, also because none of 

them personally had the possibility of getting 

involved in such a substantial project. DWIS 

involved itself with an allocation of money for 

the scanning. 

 

 
 

 

 

Getting a more thorough view of the photo 

collection, it appeared, that it contained an 

invaluable testimony of the family life of the 

Lawaetz`, as well as of a close friend of the 

family, Sister Maren from Queen Louise Home 

for Children and Alma Latimer of Sprat Hall. 

Jointly with professor Elisabeth Rezende 

(“Betsy”) 5 out of a total of 20 albums were 

selected, as being of most interest. 

 

 A contract was entered into with the family 

about the scope of the project, rights and 

obligations, and it was established, that none of 

the 5 albums could leave the territory, so the 

scanning had to be carried out locally. This out 

of fear, that – being outside the territory – there 

was a risk, that the albums could vanish. 

 

 However, one thing is to show some old photos 

on our web page; another thing is to breathe life 

into such pictures.  We all know the situation, 

where you are confronted with an old family 

THE LAWAETZ FAMILY – A DANISH FARMING 

HISTORY 

Aske Stick with Birthe Juel (from BYFO) 

Anne Walbom of DWIS and Hans Lawaetz 
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photo, but you do not know, who are on the 

photo. In other words: Who, what, where you 

could ask – for every single photo, and this is 

where Betsy came into the loop; because she 

does know a lot about Little La Grange and the 

Lawaetz family. So, the agreement was, that 

DWIS would pay for the scanning and the 

texting of the photos. 

 

The result was, that we received 550 photos, of 

which many was simply a scanning of a page in 

an album, often containing 5-10 single photos; 

so the tally was 700-800 single photos now 

available as scanned.  

 

The scanned photos were treated with Adobe 

Photoshop in order to improve light, contrast, 

sharpness, saturation etc, so that today the 

photos appear in a much increased quality. Very 

few photos, however, were in such a bad 

condition, that they have been scrapped. 

 

One could expect, that the texting to the photos 

would be time consuming, but it worked 

extremely well. Betsy entered her texts directly 

to the web page in the field: “Add a comment”, 

while it was night in Denmark, and as from dawn 

in Denmark I converted the text to final texting 

for each photo. 

 

The whole collection – 440 photos – is now 

available on DWIS webpage www.dwis.dk under 

“DIGITALE UDSTILLINGER > MENNESKER”, 

where the photos are presented with Betsy`s 

texts in English. In due course, Danish texts will 

also be available. Despite Betsy`s great inside 

knowledge of Little La Grange and the family, 

there are photos, where she has had to give up; 

so anybody, entering the webpage, who can 

 

 

contribute with further information are urged to 

enter the field “TILFØJ EN KOMMENTAR” and 

then press “SEND”. 

 

We hope that many people will take the oppor-

tunity to go into the DWIS webpage and see, 

how life in the Lawaetz family was many years 

ago. 

Country residents enjoy a day of leisure in 

Frederiksted in 1916. Estate workers coming into 

Frederiksted town on pay day. 

 

Erik and Kai with their mother Marie and father. 

Frits and Bent on Billy 1941 

http://www.dwis.dk/
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Soren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813-1855), the 

world famous Danish philosopher, has had 

nothing to do with the Danish West Indies. 

And yet…! 
 

Søren Aabye Kierkegaard never married. Not 

much is known about his love life. But there was 

a lady, Regine Olsen, with whom he was 

engaged for 13 months in 1840-41.  

 

Why the engagement broke down is cause for 

interpretation and speculation; some of it to be 

found in Kierkegaards own philosophical works 

(“Gjentagelsen”; “Frygt og Bæven” and 

“Skyldig-Ikke-Skyldig” from “Stadier paa Livets 

Vej”; in English, translations and publications 

“The Repetition”;  “Fear and Trembling”; and 

“Guilty- Not-Guilty” from “Stages of Life`s 

Way”). 

 

Anyway, Regine married in 1847 Johan Frederik 

Schlegel, a civil servant with a law degree from 

University of Copenhagen; and she was now 

Mrs. Regine Schlegel. J.F. Schlegel was in 1854 

appointed Governor over the Danish West Indies 

and he stayed in that position until 1860, when 

he and Regine returned to Denmark, he partly 

due to health reasons.  

 

His main task during the 6 years as a Governor 

was to secure legislation and reorganization of 

state of affairs after Peter von Scholten and 

Emancipation from 1848. Much was left behind 

to be sorted out. 

 

After his return to Denmark, he was once more 

involved in West Indian affairs as appointed 

chairman of a commission, that was sent to the 

islands in 1879 following Fireburn in October 

1878. The commission had the task of 

investigating the causes of the uprising.  

 

Not much is known to have become a result of 

the efforts of the commission. 

 

 During Regine and Johan Frederik Schlegels 

stay in the islands, they lived in Cane Garden on 

St. Croix (see picture). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soren Kierkegaard and Regine never met again; 

however their respective graves are located in 

the same cemetery in Copenhagen, Assistens 

Kirkegaard, just 100 meters apart from each 

other. Regine is buried in the same grave as 

Johan Frederik; and Soren in the Kierkegaard 

family burial skite. The latter will in the near 

future be renovated following a donation of USD 

90.000 from the Maersk Foundation. 

 

And although Soren Kierkegaard never wrote a 

line with reference to the Danish West Indies, in 

Frederiks Church in Norregade of Charlotte 

Amalie there is a prayer, that is from time to 

time used by the congregation, and which reads 

as follows: 

 

 “We praise you for the witness of the Saints 

(especially Martin, Bishop of Tours and Soren 

Aabye Kierkegaard), 

 

And await, with them, the fulfillment of your 

resurrection promise. 

 

 Hear us, O God. 

 

 Your mercy is great.” 

 

Bearing in mind, that Soren Kierkegaard was an 

atheist, the reference to him as a Saint cannot 

be for religious reasons; but maybe a reminder 

of a man/a philosopher, who has been a great 

inspiration for people who have a faith. 

FROM THE HISTORY 

SOREN AND REGINE 

 

 
A young Regine Olsen 

Cane Garden, St.Croix – the Schlegel residence, 1855-1860. 

Jens Villumsen/Michael Keldsen. 
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By Michael Keldsen 

By Michael Keldsen 
 

In the January 2016 issue of Magasinet, 

Stacey E. Plaskett, then newly elected 

Delegate for USVI to the US Congress, was 

interviewed. Stacey E. Plaskett is a very 

inspiring politician with strong views; i.a. 

about the relations between USA and USVI. 

This, not least, appeared in the speech she 

gave on 31st March 2017 at the Transfer 

Centennial in St. Thomas, where she 

reminded everybody, that USVI still do not 

have full constitutional rights in USA, incl. 

to vote in presidential elections. A 

situation, which to this day, leaves the 

inhabitants in the territory with the feeling, 

that the colonial times have not yet 

completely disappeared. 

But, never the less, on a daily basis, the 

territory is absolutely to consider as a part of 

USA, influenced by American values, and like the 

50 states influenced by events, that may take 

place in the capital of the Union, Washington 

D.C. And events, oh yes, there have been a lot 

lately – not least the terrifying attack on Capitol 

Hill on January 6, 2021, the aftermath of which 

has offered an important role for Stacey E. 

Plaskett to play. 

The attack on January 6, 2021. 

On January 6, the US Congress was attacked by 

a mob. The outgoing President, Donald 

Trumps`, supporters attacked the Congress 

building right at the moment where both 

chambers were gathered to certify the election 

of Joe Biden as the next President of USA. 

Normally, a formality, but legally decisive for, 

whom to be sworn in as President on the 

ceremony on the following January 20th. Joe 

Biden, who according to official and publicised 

figures had won most electors, or Donald Trump, 

who in a violent campaign since the election in 

November 2020 had claimed, that the election 

had been rigged, and that the victory had been 

stolen from him (The Steal). 

 

 

 

 

 

The showdown 

Now all over USA criminal proceedings are 

ongoing against the Congress attackers. But the 

important question, which is in the heart of 

understanding American democracy and its 

future, and by far outweighs the penal 

consequences for a lot of individuals, was if the 

outgoing President had a part in or was maybe 

the instigator of the attack, which in its savage 

character exposed a number of Congress 

members to life threatening dangers, cost the 

lives of 5 people and in its extreme 

consequences could have ended up as a coup 

d`etat and a future for USA as a dictatorship. 

The Democrats in both chambers of Congress 

sought and found a majority for impeaching 

Donald Trump (“The Impeachment Trial”). Apart 

from a number of legal questions; i.a. can you 

impeach an ex-President, this trial is and was 

political. The Senate is a court of justice – with 

the Chief Justice as chairman of the 

Impeachment Trial, but with the total of the 100 

senators – and nobody else – as judges. And 

under the conditions, that the President can only 

be found guilty with a majority of 2/3 of the 

senators. The representation of respectively 

Democrats and Republicans in the Senate and a 

majority of prior statements on expected votes 

already at the beginning of the trial left little 

doubt about an expected outcome for Donald 

Trump, no matter what could be evidenced 

before the Senate. 

Never the less, the Democrats were set to carry 

through the trial; not least in order to create 

focus in the American society of what had been 

at stake on January 6 and what consequences 

the acts of Donald Trump had had on the 

democracy and its institutions. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

POLITICS IN USA 

IMPEACHMENT, WITH HELP FROM USVI 
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Managers 

As part of the trial process the Congress 

appoints a number of so called managers. In this 

case 9 congressmen and –women, all 

Democrats, 3 women and 6 men. Jamie Raskin, 

who has a long career as professor in 

constitutional law, was appointed chairman for 

the managers, and Stacey E. Plaskett, who 

herself has past experience as deputy attorney 

general, as one of the 9. 

It fell to Stacey E. Plaskett to present to the 

Senate a number of episodes, where Trump 

supporters, prior to January 6, had attacked 

Biden supporters, as well as give a closer 

description of the character of groups and 

gangs, which had participated in various attacks, 

and where Donald Trump had on Twitter f.inst. 

lauded those groups. One of these groups is 

Proud Boys, where Stacey E. Plaskett in a 

combination of words and video clips highlighted 

an attack in Texas on a bus from the Biden 

campaign, and where the outcome was that the 

bus ended up in a ditch, however fortunately 

without loss of life. The President`s Twitter 

response to this attack was “I LOVE TEXAS”. 

Plasketts presentation 

The argumentation of Stacey E. Plaskett for the 

impeachment and sentencing the Ex-President 

was his often spoken words to White Supremacy 

groups and militias, such as “stand-back and 

stand-by”; “you are the cavalry” and “you are 

patriots”; such lingo supporting the assumption, 

that Donald Trump planned and cultivated what 

led up to the attack on the Congress. He had 

said to his supporters: “Destroy everybody, who 

will not do as I want”. 

Following the many video clips showing attacks, 

Trump tweets and disclosure of mails and 

shouting from his supporters, Stacey E. Plaskett 

concluded: “It has all been in the public view. 

Truth is usually seen, and rarely heard”. “Truth 

is truth, whether denied or not. Truth is that 

President Trump had spent months on a specific 

day, a specific time and specific place to stop the 

certification.” 

 

 

 

 

The Republican Party (GOP) 

As we know, a majority of 2/3 could not be 

provided for the judgment of Donald Trump; the 

Republicans in Congress presently is going 

through a hard time, because on the one side a 

great number of supporters of the Party  are not 

supporters of or happy with Donald Trump; but 

on the other side he appears to have with a 

background of 70 million votes a strong hold of 

the Republican electorate. A dilemma of a 

caliber, that will nourish many difficulties for the 

Party years ahead. 

But, USVI`s Stacey E. Plaskett got the 

opportunity to contribute to great politics in 

Congress and before the American people 

describe events and the possible cause for those 

events up to and including January 6 2021. 

 

 

  Stacey E. Plaskett 
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Charlotte Amalie Harbor, March 2021. Something of a contrast to the activity before COVID-19.  

See front page. Photo by Diego Kean 


